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DAY 25 « 30-DAY SUMMER GARDENING CHALLENGE ¢« THETRENDVAULTBLOG.COM

April-May Transition — 5 Systems, 7 Weeks, Zero Late-May Losses

Why these six weeks determine your entire Indian summer harvest

THE 5 SYSTEMS THAT CHANGE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN INDIAN APRIL

SYSTEM 1 — SOIL TEMPERATURE SYSTEM 2 — DAILY WATER DEMAND
32°C +50-100%
Critical threshold at 5cm depth. Root stress begins. March: 1.5-2L every 36—-48 hours. April: 2—-3L every 18-24
Microbial activity declines. Moisture depletion hours. Evapotranspiration doubles. Adjust every 4-5
accelerates. March: 24-28°C — April: 32-42°C. days, not weekly.

A
SYSTEM 3 — SPIDER MITE GENERATION SYSTEM 4 — MONTHLY PH DRIFT
5—7 days 0.3-0.5 units
At 25°C (March): 15-20 days per generation. At 35°C March drift: 01-0.2 units/month. April drift: 0.3—0.5
(April): 5-7 days. Colony undetected April 1 — units/month (3x alkaline input + slowing soil biology). pH
exponential by April 14. White paper tap test every 3 74 =iron lockout.
days.

L
SYSTEM 5 — POLLEN VIABILITY WINDOW
6 AM - 10 AM only
March: full day. April: window narrows as ambient crosses 38°C by 9:30-10:30 AM in most cities. Any hand-pollination or
pollinator visit after 10 AM is mostly ineffective.

CITY-BY-CITY THRESHOLD CALENDAR — INSTALL SHADE CLOTH BEFORE THIS DATE

City / Region Soil 32°C Threshold Pollen Window Narrows Shade Cloth Deadline
Delhi/ Rajasthan March 20-28 April 1-8
Ahmedabad / Surat March 25-April 3 April 5-12
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Chennai/ AP coast March 28—-April 5 April 8-15
Hyderabad / Madanapalle April 3-10 April 12-18
Mumbai (west-facing) April 5-12 April 15-22
Bangalore April10-18 April 20-28
Kolkata April 5-12 April 12-20

*Mumbai west-facing: wall radiation creates critical pot temperatures before ambient threshold — install earlier.
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DAY 25 « 30-DAY SUMMER GARDENING CHALLENGE -

7-Week Transition Protocol — Week by Week

THETRENDVAULTBLOG.COM

What to test « What threshold triggers action « What action to take

7-WEEK ACTION SCHEDULE (MARCH 25 — MAY 20)

March 25-31 — Baseline Week

Test all 4 systems: Soil pH, 500ml drainage speed, white
paper tap test, soil temp at 5cm at 2 PM. Record
everything. This is your comparison baseline for the
next 6 weeks.

April 8—14 — Pollen Window

Measure hourly temp: 8 AM, 9 AM, 10 AM, 11 AM. Note
when temp crosses 35°C. This is your morning
pollination deadline. Complete all hand-pollination
before this time.

April 22—-30 — Root Zone Check

Slide out 3 containers. Any above 65% root coverage —
emergency scoring or repot by May 1-5. Do not wait for
drainage symptoms to appear.

April 1-7 — First Threshold Check

Action triggers: pH drifted >0.3 units — ferrous
sulphate correction now. Soil temp >32°C — shade
cloth within 3 days. Tap test >5 dots — 3-day neem
cycle now.

April 15-21 — Watering Recalibration

Lift test twice in one day: morning after watering + 5
PM. Calculate water loss. If >40% lost in a day — apply
50mm coir mulch + increase watering frequency.

May 1-10 — Critical Inflection Point

3 tests this week: pH (action >70), drainage speed
(action >90 sec), tap test (action above trace). Confirm
shade cloth over ALL heat-sensitive containers 11 AM-4
PM.

APRIL 1 BASELINE TEST — THE 15-MINUTE TEST THAT SAVES THE SEASON

Test Method Action Threshold Cost
Soil pH Digital probe in all containers >7.0 = ferrous sulphate correction Z0 (meter already
today owned)
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Drainage
speed

Mite tap test

Soil temp

500ml water, stopwatch

White paper under branch, 3
taps

Probe thermometer at 5cm, 2
PM
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>90 sec = emergency scoring

20

>trace dots = 3-day neem cycle 20

now

>32°C = shade cloth within 3 days Z0 (probe already

THE 3 BIGGEST APRIL-MAY MISTAKES & THEIR FIXES

Mistake

Treating April like
March

Full fertiliser
dose in heat

Installing shade
cloth after crop
loss

What Gardeners Do

Same watering, same
inspection, same
fertiliser dose

NPK 19:19:19 at same
monthly dose

Wait until it “feels hot
enough”

Why It Fails

All 5 systems have changed —
March protocols are half-speed

for April

Reduced uptake in heat —
excess salt — pH drift —
lockout

By the time it feels hot, the
pollen flush is already lost —
shade cloth is preventive

owned)

The Fix

April 1calendar reminder:
recalibrate EVERYTHING

Reduce dose 50%. Switch to
organic kitchen waste fertility

Install on your city’s deadline
date regardless of whether it
feels needed yet

RAJAN’'S CHENNAI STORY — ONE APRIL 1ST TEST TURNED 3 FAILED SEASONS AROUND

Rajan Pillai « T Nagar, Chennai « 5th Floor South-Facing Terrace

Three failed seasons (2022—-2023): Healthy plants in March, flower drop in April, severe mites in May;, total

loss by June. Every year same pattern with no explanation.

April 1, 2024 baseline test results: pH: 6.9, 71, 7.2, 7.4 across four containers | Tap test: 8 dots on one plant

(early moderate colony) | Soil temp: 34°C in south-facing containers | Drainage: all acceptable

Three corrections: Ferrous sulphate in pH 7.4 container — pH 6.7 by May 15 | Neem cycle on April 1, 4,7 — tap
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test zero by April 10 | Shade cloth April 3 — soil temp 29-30°C by April 8

“The difference between 2023 and 2024 was not better seeds or better soil. [t was one baseline test on April
Ist.”
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Quick Diagnosis, Recovery Timeline & Sunday Checklist
What you see « What it means « What to do first

QUICK DIAGNOSIS REFERENCE — APRIL-MAY TRANSITION PROBLEMS

Symptom

Pale yellow NEW
leaves, old green

Wilting by midday
despite watering

Flower drop (2-5 per
day)

Stippled bronze
leaves

Drainage >90 sec for
500ml

Wilt in wet soil (no
moisture deficit)

Fertiliser appears to
stop working

Brown leaf edges (not
tip)

RECOVERY TIMELINE — WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER APRIL 1IST CORRECTIONS

Distinguishing Feature

Only new leaves affected

Wilts 11 AM-3 PM, recovers
evening

Coincides with ambient
>38°C by 10 AM

Tap test shows moving
dots on paper

Water sits on surface, slow
outflow

Soil moist at 5¢cm, wilting
persists in shade

Plants not responding
despite green colour

White crust on soil surface

What's Happening

Most Likely Cause

pH drift >7.2 — iron lockout

Soil moisture depletion
from heat

Pollen sterility from heat

Spider mite colony
exponential growth

Root-bound or soil

compaction

Root zone overheating
>38°C

pH lockout from
accelerated drift

Salt accumulation from
increased watering

What You See

First Action

Test pH immediately —
ferrous sulphate

Lift test — if light, increase
watering + mulch

Shade cloth + morning
pollination before 9 AM

3-day neem oil cycle
immediately

Slide out — root coverage
check

Probe thermometer at 5cm +

shade + jute wrap

pH test — if 70, correct
before next fertilise

TDS test — 500ml flush
protocol (Day 4)
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Week 1
April

Week 2
April

Week 3
April

Week 4
April
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Baseline tests reveal early issues before any
symptoms

pH correction begins; mite cycle interrupted if

caught early

Heat management in place; watering
recalibrated

All 5 systems calibrated for summer
conditions

May 1-10 Monitoring at peak intensity; 3 tests per week

May 11-20  Summer mode confirmed and stable

Nothing visible — but problems caught 10-21 days
early

Possibly some pale leaves from pre-correction
lockout (temporary)

Plants stress-free through midday — first sign
transition is working

Flowering continues; fruit set beginning on early-
sown plants

Stable appearance; any deviation caught within 3
days

Harvest begins on early plants; system stable until
monsoon

CUMULATIVE SUNDAY CHECK — DAY 25 (49 ITEMS, UNDER 54 MINUTES)

&#H9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#H9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
&#9744;
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Soil moisture finger test 5cm

&#9744; Wind ribbon check

Drainage hole free flow &#9744; Fruit drop count wind correlation
White crust on soil surface &#9744; Fruit set vs open flowers

Soil smell earthy vs sour &#9744; Shade cloth angle + tears

Pot weight lift test &#9744,; Skewer grid all bare-soil containers
Pot surface temp at 2 PM &#9744; Paw print inspection

Wilting pattern — morning vs afternoon &#9744; Flower drop trend

Leaf underside tap test on paper &#9744; Fridge temperature check
Growing tips honeydew stickiness &#9744; Harvest surplus >3 days

White powder upper leaf &#9744; Edema check new growth

Fruit surface check at 1PM &#9744; Watering time before 9 AM

Leaf cover over fruit clusters &#9744; Drainage speed test monthly
Stake condition — lean >10° &#9744; Root inspection monthly
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&#9744; Underleaf pest inspection &#9744; Fridge storage audit

&#9744,; Sticky trap count record &#9744; Harvest surplus processing

&#9744; pH check monthly &#9744; Monthly 4-variable cross-check
&#HOT744; Herb bolt check &#9744; Cost-harvest log weekly

&#9744; Succession sowing reminder &#9744; Loo wind forecast + noon activation
&#9744; Flower drop vs wind/temp log &#9744; PM25 leaf wash Sunday

&#9744; New growth colour check &#9744; Monthly budget-harvest log review
&#9744; White paper tap test &#9744; Seed saving check

&#9744; Pot wall temp infrared 3 PM &#9744; Transition threshold check (pH,

drainage, mites, soil temp — April-May

&#9744; Stem lean all stakes
every Sunday)

&#9744; Wind flower drop confirm
P &#9744; Morning window confirmation (note
&#9744; Skewer grid harvested pots time 35°C crossed — update

&#H9T744; Paw prints — parapet wire pollination deadline)

< Full Article + Day 26 Peak Summer Survival

thetrendvaultblog.com ¢ Day 25 of the 30-Day Summer Gardening Challenge

Page 3 of 3 « Priya Harini B, thetrendvaultblog.com ¢« Source: Madanapalle observations 2021-2024 + Rajan Chennai case study 2024
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