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*2 CAT-PROOF YOUR TERRACE — CHEAT SHEET thetrendvaultblog.com
Indian Container Garden Protection ¢ Day 20 of the 30-Day Summer Gardening Challenge Priya Harini B, Madanapalle
f 2

X WHY CHILLI POWDER NEVER WORKS — AND WHAT ACTUALLY DOES

THE WRONG ASSUMPTION: MY MARCH 2023 DATA — 12 CONTAINERS, 5 NIGHTS:

X "Cats come because the soil smells attractive X Chilli powder — excavated night 2

X "Change the smell — cat stops coming”
THE CORRECT MECHANISM: X Orange peel — dug night 2

Cats dig because the soil is physically perfect — loose, X Commercial spray — returned after degrading

warm, contained, private. Chilli powder changes the smell. It

does NOT change: v Bamboo skewer grid — ZERO disturbance all 5

X The softness of cocopeat mix

nights

X The warmth from solar heating

X The accessible open surface v River gravel 2cm — ZERO disturbance

X The container size (ideal for squatting)

In 24—48 hours in Indian summer heat — chilli is gone. Cat v Wire mesh circle - ZERO disturbance

returns.

_J

s ~

SOIL DISTURBANCE DIAGNOSIS — CAT vs OTHER CAUSES

What You Find Soil Pattern Seedling Animal Signs Cause
Multiple pots, fan soil scatter  Broad scoop 3—6¢cm  Uprooted horizontal Paw prints nearby ~ Cat digging
One pot, deep narrow tunnel Narrow vertical Stem nibbled Small droppings Rat / mouse
Containers tipped over Entire pot displaced Fully uprooted No animal signs Wind (D19)
Shallow peck pits 1-2cm peck-shaped Small seedlings missing  Feathers visible Crow foraging
Waste buried 3-5cm Covered deposit Oftenintact Strong smell Cat latrine
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produce this impression. Cat confirmed — install skewer grid before tonight.
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v DEFINITIVE TEST: Look for oval paw print with 4 circular toe-pad impressions in undisturbed adjacent soil. Only cats

-

1. Photograph every disturbed pot from above

before touching. Note entry-point direction in
each pot — consistent direction = single cat,

systematic route

2. Check parapet wall perimeter for paw marks,

worn paint, adjacent branches — these are the

access points for perimeter deterrence

3. Look for paw prints in undisturbed adjacent pots

— investigation without digging means escalation

to digging is coming

4. Note which containers were skipped — stones,

gravel, dense canopy containers skipped =

confirms physical deterrence works

B. Count all containers with exposed bare soil

surface — this is your barrier installation scope

before tonight

Shallow single pot First Medium
exploratory

Multiple pots, Habituated High
systematic route

Deep focused + Established Very High
waste latrine

Mumbai Very High
Chennai Very High
Bangalore High
Delhi High

Hyderabad High

Madanapalle  Moderate

March-
June

February-
June

February—
May

March—
May

March—
June

February-
May

Very High

Very High

High

High

High

Moderate

Peak disturbance window: February—May. Same as the most

critical summer sowing window. Install barriers BEFORE first

sowing of the season.

-

WHY INDIAN SUMMER SOIL IS MOST ATTRACTIVE:

Fresh cocopeat-vermicompost mix = soft, crumbly,

warm, organic = textbook ideal cat substrate.

Engineered for seed germination — accidentally

perfect for digging too.
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Seedlings fully Full overnight Emergency
uprooted visit
g N
THE 2-HOUR RULE: LATRINE EMERGENCY PROTOCOL:

At 38-42°C, an uprooted seedling with exposed root ballin 1. Remove top 5-6¢cm contaminated soil — do NOT
direct sun has approximately 2 hours before root tissue compost
desiccates to the point of no recovery.

2. Flush with 3-4 litres plain water

v Replant within 1 hour: 40-60% recovery rate (water

. . 3. 24 hours drainage and aeration before replanting
immediately, temporary shade)

X After 2 hours of summer sun: recovery unlikely 4. Replace removed soil with fresh mix

Morning discovery = seedlings may have been exposed 8-10 B. Install bamboo skewer grid before next night

hours overnight + 1-2 hours morning sun = total loss in most . . .
S ) Cat urine ammonia causes root burn on seedling roots

cases. Prevention is everything. o . .
within 24 hours. Do not skip the soil replacement step.
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f A
'd A 4 Y 'd N\
LAYER1 LAYER 2 LAYER 3
BAMBOO SKEWER GRID GRAVEL MULCH PERIMETER DETERRENCE
Primary. Soil surface physically Established containers. Anti-latrine, Chicken wire on parapet wall top.
inaccessible for digging or squatting. permanent. Also reduces summer Reduces approach frequency at
Cost: 20-50 evaporation 20-30%. entry points.
Covers: 8—12 containers Cost: 210-30/kg Cost: 280-200
Duration: Until canopy covers Covers: 3 containers per kg Covers: 10m wall
surface Duration: Permanent Duration: Permanent
(. J/ (. J O J
. J
e N (7 ™

3RD FLOOR EAST TERRACE, 6 HERB CONTAINERS, 3

WHY IT WORKS: GROWING SEASONS

Cat's paw spans 4—5cm. Grid of 5cm spacing = no gap FAILED DETERRENTS (2 seasons):
large enough for digging or squatting posture. Cat X Dried red chilli powder

contacts skewers, walks away. No pain, no harm. X Orange peel pieces on rim
INSTALLATION STEPS: X Commercial pet-repellent spray

] X Camphor balls at container edges
1. Install grid FIRST, sow seeds THROUGH gaps

second

X Motion-activated water sprinkler
Average: 3 replantings per container per season

2. Push skewers 3—4cm deep into soil, 5cm apart in
! W P ' partt THE FIX (Season 3):

grid pattern across entire surface ) ) ) o
One question: "Have you tried covering the soil with a

3. Leave no gap larger than 5cm x 5cm anywhere on physical barrier rather than a smell deterrent?"

surface
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4. For seedlings already in pot: push skewers carefully Sunday evening: bamboo skewer grids installed across all

between existing stems, edge inward 6 containers.

. Seeds sown through gaps immediately after.
5. Reinstall same day as harvest removes canopy — gh gap Y

do not leave bare soil overnight RESULT:

v Thursday morning: zero disturbance on any
container
v First undisturbed full harvest of methi and

corianderin 3 years

8-inch pot 6—-8 skewers g2-4

) "Two seasons buying chilli powder and orange peel. Twenty
12-inch pot 10-14 skewers €3~/ rupees of bamboo skewers fixed it in one week."
14-inch grow 14-18 skewers g4-9 f )
bag »* THE LESSON

The cat was not deterred from approaching by

One pack of 100 skewers (220-50) protects 8—12 containers L
P P any smell. It was deterred from digging by the

for an entire growing season. . . .
physical surface it encountered on its paw.

/ vy
e N 7 ™~
Apply 2cm layer of coarse river gravel (5-10mm)
across established container soil surface. Keep 2-3cm
away from main stem base. Chicken Horizontal 280- Very high
i t 2
Cats will NOT dig through gravel for latrine use — surface wire on ”pfrape 00
wall to
too hard and noisy on paw pads for the covering motion P
elimination requires. Double- Specific Z30-  High
sided entry 80
tape points,
replace 7—
10d
River gravel 5— ~300g F10-30/kg ays
10mm Ultrasonic  Motion- F400- 60-70%
devi , 1200
Pine bark chips ~150g 280- evice sensor
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150/kg

Coarse coir mulch ~200g 240-
80/kg

BONUS: Gravel mulch reduces surface evaporation
20-30% inIndian summer heat — extends watering
interval simultaneously. Anti-cat AND water

conservation.
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entry
direction

A NEVER USE:

Mothballs (naphthalene) — TOXIC and potentially
LETHAL to cats.

Camphor — also toxic. Both are also ineffective (cats
habituate to smells).

All deterrents should be completely harmless to the

animal.

\ J

KEY PRINCIPLE: You do not need to keep the cat off the

terrace. You need to make every container surface

physically unrewarding when it arrives. A cat that finds
only skewer-covered surfaces reassigns its digging and

latrine sites within 2—3 weeks.

OCT-JAN: Establish habits *

Install chicken wire on identified access points before peak

season.

FEB: Install before first sowing °

Install skewer grids before first seed goes into soil. Not
after.Never sow into unbarriered bare soil during peak cat

season.

Observe which cats have terrace access. Note entry routes.

MAR—-MAY: Peak disturbance window e

Check grids weekly for loosening. Re-push risen skewers. Add
gravel mulch as plants establish. Monitor for new parapet
access routes.

AFTER EACH HARVEST: -

Reinstall skewer grid same day as harvestremoves the
plant canopy. The bare-soil window between harvest and

resowing is the most overlooked risk period.
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Night 1 Tests surface, No new
departs disturbance

Night 2-3 Approaches 2-3 No disturbance

times
Day 5-7 Visit frequency Seedlings
reducing stabilising

Week 2-3 Rare or stopped Establishing
root system

Week 4+ Terrace no longer Normal growth
reliable site

WILL NOT RECOVER: Seedlings exposed to summer
sun more than 2 hours after uprooting. Latrine
containers where ammonia root burn progressed

before discovery.

WILL RECOVER: Seedlings replanted within 1 hour
(water immediately, temporary shade). Disturbed soil

re-firmed with watering and settling over 2—3 days.

N\

JUDGE RECOVERY BY:

Bamboo
skewers 30cm
(100 pack)

River gravel 5-
10mm

Chicken wire
30cm width

Double-sided
outdoor tape

Ultrasonic
motion-sensor

Wire mesh circle
30cm

Pine bark chips
/ coarse coir

Bamboo
skewers (the
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Primary skewer grid,
8—12 per container

Anti-latrine mulch,
established
containers

Horizontal parapet
wall top deterrent

Specific entry-point
sticky deterrent

Supplementary
entry deterrent, 60—
70%

Most robust single-
container barrier

Lightweight gravel
alternative high
floors

Total surface
exclusion at
Z20/season

220~
50

210-
30/kg

280-
200

230~
80

2400~
1,200

230~
60

80—
150/kg

220-
50
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New lateral growth at seedling base. Upright stem with
normal turgor after 3—4 days. If limp or leaf-curled after 3
days of post-replanting care = root damage, will not

develop normally.

Day 20 - Cat-Proof Your Terrace Cheat Sheet | thetrendvaultblog.com

complete
solution)

Affiliate: Amazon links in article earn commission at no extra

cost.

Less than the cost of 2 seasons of commercial

spray that Preethi found ineffective.

)

.
SHOIRGER TEST SHERAADROP
SHSMEUL TEST &#HSTEMJUNCTION
SHIEKRCOLOUR SHPOUUNATOR
S HSOUTEMP &HCDMPANIONS
SHWHITE CRUST SHARIAEST
SHIEKFEDGE &HIEAFIUNDERSIDE
SHTDSAEST SHIOMEYDEW TEST
SHETMIER COUNT SHGROYWING TIP
&HTERRACE TEMP S&+HOPBER LEAF
SHERUALSET S&HIONDERSIDE ID
S#HSHADE CLOTH SHTRMRICOUNT
&#HBIASSOM END S#HRYMBH CHECK
SHWATERING CONSISTENCY &HDRAUAGE SPEED
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SHROOTINSPECT
S&HIIERBIBOLT
&HSULCESSION
S&HERUIALSURFACE 1PM
S&HIEAFICOVER AUDIT
SHEDEMA CHECK
S&HBIATERING TIME LOG
S&HDRAWAGE RATE TEST
&HSRUCER INSPECT
&HIEMLEAN CHECK
&HWBME,FLOWER DROP

&H SKEWER GRID CHECK — bamboo skewer grids intact across every container with bare or sparsely-

covered soil? Any skewers risen or tilted? Push back to 5cm spacing. Any container harvested this week with bare soil
= install grid immediately before tonight.

SH BRMAPRINT INSPECT — check soil surface of all containers for oval paw-print impressions. Any prints
without full disturbance = investigation visit, disturbance imminent. Increase skewer density and check parapet wire for
new entry gaps.

39 checks. Under 43 minutes. Once a week.

. S
thetrendvaultblog.com/cats-digging-pots-India-terrace-bamboo- © Priya Harini B, Madanapalle « Day 20 of the 30-Day Summer Gardening
skewer-fix Challenge
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